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IN WAR  TIME

downcast looks ; and she secured the flag in its
place, where it waved unmolested during the whole
of the rebel occupation of the city. ' Stonewall'
would not permit her to be troubled. The rebel
army evacuated Frederick 011 the llth, and our
troops, under General Burnside, entered on the
12th. ' Then,' to quote the document again,' flags
of all sizes and from, every conceivable place were
displayed.' But as for the heroic old lady, she
died a few days after; some thought she died of
joy at the presence of the Union army, and some
that she died of excitement and fatigue from the
' liouization ' she received; for those who could not
emulate the old lady's courage did honor to her
act."

This is the whole story, as Mr. Whittier had it
when he wrote the ballad. Of the substantial ac-
curacy of the narrative many convincing proofs
came to him, from time to time, in the midst of
the animated and prolonged controversy the ballad
elicited. He never felt responsible for the details,
although his verses, it will be seen, follow quite
closely the version sent by Mrs. Southworth, who
says she obtained the story from Mr. C. S. Brams-
burg, a neighbor of hers and a connection of Bar-
bara's. When he told it to Mrs. Southworth and
her son Richmond, her son suggested that it would
be a grand subject for a poem by Whittier, and
upon that hint the story was forwarded to him.
On the 8th of September, 1863, Mr. Whittier wrote
to Mrs. Southworth: " I heartily thank thee for
thy kind letter and its inclosed message. It ought
to have fallen into better hands, but I have just